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1. Introduction 
 

Quackfest will be held on Sunday 18th September 2016. 

Duck Dash 2016 is a festival event comprising a rubber duck derby of over 
10,000 rubber ducks as they make their way down the Shoalhaven River. The 
ducks will be individually numbered and dropped at a designated location on the 
river. Selected ducks (every 1000th duck) and special categories of ducks, along 
with the overall winner of the derby, will receive a prize.  

The profits of the event will be donated to selected charities – with the main 
beneficiary being the Shoalhaven Education Fund (a charity used to fund 
apprenticeships, TAFE and University placements for financially disadvantaged 
students from the Shoalhaven) and SASSHI (a provider of homelessness and 
domestic violence services in the Shoalhaven). 

School prizes: 

● Participating schools are eligible to win prizes for their school – with 5 x 
$300 tablet and printer packages on offer  

 

Individual prizes: 

● A total prize pool of over $30,000 is available, including a Volkswagen 
Polo valued at $22,500 
 

2.  Event details 

Date: Sunday 18th September 2016 

Time: Race will commence at 2.30 – 3.00PM (subject to prevailing tides and 
weather conditions) 

Location: Shoalhaven River (best viewing spots will be advised prior to the 
event) 

● Entrants will be provided the numbers of their duck(s) along with a 
certificate of entry validating their ownership of the duck(s).  

● Ducks will held by the event organisers prior to the event to prevent 
tampering.  

● Over 10,000 rubber ducks will be released onto the river and collected 
after the race.  

● Quackfest 2016 also comprises a full day of events including corporate 
races, a ‘Waddle’ for education, outdoor markets etc. 

 

  



 

3.  Proposal to schools 

Participation in the Quackfest provides a number of opportunities for students, 
teachers and the school community. Having local schools on board supports a 
great cause and teaches students and families to utilise the Shoalhaven River in a 
sustainable, responsible way. Additionally, we believe an event such as this is a 
fantastic opportunity for members of the public to get involved in something fun! 

The Quackfest could be integrated into your current teaching programs, with 
curriculum links provided in the following section. Ideas for areas in which the 
event could link in are identified, and we have some teachers on board ready to 
help you work this into your Term 4 program.  

This event is also a wonderful opportunity for your school to get involved in 
something to promote community engagement and positive citizenship 
participation. Schools can use the ducks in a house/roll call/care group setting 
where students can win as a team instead of a class group.  

For more information, feel free to get in touch with us to discuss ways your 
school can get involved.  

 

 

 



4.  Curriculum Links 

Stage 1 (Kindergarten - Year 2) 
 
Early Stage 1 link: Students have an opportunity to create and engage in 
activities that focus around the importance of the river and looking after it.  

● Assessment strand - Environments 
Focus outcome ENES1 

 

Stage 1 link: With a focus on the Shoalhaven River, teaching and learning 
activities could be centralised around the concepts of location, environment, 
mapping, diversity, caring for the environment, respecting the environment and 
the effects of changing the environment.  

● Assessment strand - Environments 
Focus outcomes ENS1.5 and ENS1.6 

 

Integrated teaching strategy:  
Dedicate two lessons to the Shoalhaven River. Explore the different ways people 
use the river, and why it is important for us to look after such an important part 
of our geography. 

 

Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4) 
 

Stage 2 links: Teaching and learning activities could be directed towards a 
number of opportunities in the Stage 2 curriculum. Examples could include: 

 

● Integrated teaching strategy:  
“It didn't always look like this” 
Teachers could use the Shoalhaven River as a case study where activities 
include - locating the site, mapping the location, identify features, locate 
information about history of the site, key changes to the site over time, 
key people involved with the site over time, Aboriginal people of the area 
and the significance of the site/area, significance of the site today.   
 
Assessment strand - Change and Continuity 
Focus outcomes CCS2.1 and CCS2.2 
Supporting outcomes CUS2.3, ENS2.5, ENS2.6 and SSS2.7 
 

● Integrated teaching strategy:  

http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/primary/hsie/resources/stage2resources.htm


“Local environments” (HSIE component of the COG unit) 

Students explore the role of people as the custodians of the land for the 
future, understanding the environment of the local area, some important 
features of the Australian environment, environmental issues and 
considerations, identifying some environmental civic action and debating 
environmental responsibilities. 

 

Assessment strand - Environments 
Focus outcomes ENS2.5 and ENS2.6 

 

● Integrated teaching strategy:  
“Effects of growth and change” (HSIE component of the COG unit) 

Students explore changes in the local environment, mapping 
environmental changes, a timeline of development in the local area, and 
looking ahead – making environmental decisions for the future. 

 

Assessment strand - Environments and Change and Continuity 
Focus outcomes ENS2.6 and CCS2.2 

 

Stage 3 (Years 5 and 6) 
 

● Integrated teaching strategy:  
“Interconnecting growth and change”  (HSIE component of the COG unit) 

Students could explore the importance of the Shoalhaven River system to 
NSW, Australia, the Aboriginal peoples connection and Dreaming to the 
Shoalhaven River (using local Aboriginal elders to speak with the class), 
European discovery, early settlement and the towns along the rivers, the 
environmental issues affecting the rivers and a specific civic participation 
opportunity by participating in the Quackfest (in relation to waterways) 
as a method of community engagement with the river. 

 

Assessment strand - Environment and Change and continuity 
Focus outcomes ENS3.5 and CCS3.2 

 

Stage 4 (Years 7 and 8) 



Geography 

● Integrated teaching strategy:  
Global Environments – Rivers 
Students could identify the geographical features and elements of this 
environment, and identify the interactions humans have with this 
environment. Additionally, the Quackfest could be used as a case study to 
identify the ways in which the Shoalhaven community interact with and 
manage the river, promoting responsible use and sustainability of such a 
precious resource. 
 
Outcomes addressed: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.6, 4.8 

 

Stage 5 (Years 9 and 10) 

Geography 

● Integrated teaching strategy:  
Issues in Australian Environments – Land and Water Management 
Students could explore the use of the Shoalhaven River and the governing 
bodies that manage and regulate use of the river as a resource. The 
Quackfest provides an opportunity for students to look at the river from a 
different perspective, and how to use a resource like this in a responsible 
and sustainable way.  
 
Outcomes addressed: 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.5, 5.6, 5.10 
 

● Integrated teaching strategy:  
Changing Australian Communities – Australian Community Case Study 
This event could be used as a case study to show how a community can be 
identified in terms of shared space, and particularly identifying the 
individuals, groups and levels of government involved in the process of 
change (‘change’ in this case referring to the changing nature of the river 
and the growing need to protect it not only as a natural resource, but also 
as an identifiable feature of the Shoalhaven area).  
 
Outcomes addressed: 5.1, 5.2, 5.3, 5.7, 5.8, 5.10 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5.  Your involvement 

WE NEED YOU… 
 
Your school will be provided with a numbered rubber duck. You may allocate 
these as you wish – whether it is based on a class, house group, roll 
call/homeroom or simply by choosing a specific stage or year group.  

… TO SUPPORT LOCAL INITIATIVES… 
 
Once you have been allocated your duck, we would request your support to 
promote the Quackfest through your communication channels (i.e. school 
newsletters, social media pages, P&C meetings, etc) to ensure the word gets 
spread!  

…  THE REST IS EASY! 
 
 
After your internal promotion of the event, all we ask is that you join us on the 
day for what we’re certain will be the first of many fantastic days out on the 
Shoalhaven River, supporting our local community and… having fun! 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
6.  Contact information 
 
Event co-ordinator 
 
Rajarshi (Raj) Ray 
(02) 4448 6082 
silosestate@silosestate.com 
info@quackfest.com.au 
 
 
Educational contact:  
 
Rachael Tagg 
0413 180 663 
austagg@gmail.com 
 
 
Event details: 
 
www.quackfest.com.au 
Facebook; Twitter; G+; Instagram 

mailto:silosestate@silosestate.com
http://www.quackfest.com.au/

